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A B S T R A C T 
The daily life routine in a city creates an essential 
bond between man and his environment, as the user 
becomes a part of that context. 
Identifying the environment is indispensable for human 
existence. The unique identity and understanding of a place 
makes the user more comfortable. If the identity and 
character itself is strong and rigid, the place becomes more 
valuable to the user and the city experience will become 
meaningful and delightful. 
Urban spaces consist of streetscapes. They are 
urban access corridors that bear different characteristics. 
These characteristics form the unique identity of the urban 
space. Thus identifying the street characteristics improve 
human existence as it helps to create habitable human 
environments. 
Thus, preservation and maintenance of the unique 
character of streetscapes becomes a vital need in order to 
protect the spirit of the place since these strong characters 
determine a rigid environmental image. Thus, this research 
study was an attempt of identifying these extreme 
ambiances of streetscape characteristics and their 
generating factors that finally result in a strong and 
meaningful built setting. 
The study is basically concentrates on the major 
character generating factors of streetscapes such as usage, 
activity patterns, architectural features, built fabrics and 
symbolic features, etc which occur according to the cultural, 
functional, contextual, religious, and historical effects. In 
addition, understanding the responsiveness of the setting 
such as its permeability, legibility and variety, etc is analyzed 
to comprehend the final overriding character of the setting. 
The initial part of this study deals with the historical 
development and formation of streetscape characters in 
Colombo. Secondly, the present situation of the streetscapes 
of urban contexts, which link major townscapes of Colombo 
are observed and studied. Finally, these connections and 
establishments are analyzed through a theoretical basis with 
a concluding discussion and suggestions for the creation of 
better urban streetscapes. 
A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T 
This study owes much possibly its existence, to the 
assistance and guidance given by all of the following to whom I 
wish to extent my heartfelt gratitude. 
Prof. Nimal De Silva, Dean of the Faculty of 
Architecture, University of Moratuwa who has been the live wire 
in sculpting this work, by his constant guidance. 
Archt. Vidura Sri Nammuni, Head of the Department, 
Faculty of Architecture, for guidance, inspiration, 
encouragement, and affording this enriching experience. 
Prof. Samitha Manawadu, group supervisor, Senior 
lecturer,Dept. of Architecture, for inspiring discussions, advice, 
comments and the constant encouragement from the start till 
the end and above all, for believing in its worth. 
Dr. Upendra Rajapaksha, Dr.Harsha Munasinha, and 
Archt. Prasanna Kulathilaka, Dept. of Architecture, for valuable 
advice given at the preliminary stage. 
Year Masters, Archt. Jayanath Silva, and Archt. Gamini 
Weerasingha, faculty of Architecture for their interest and 
valuable comments in the formation of this study. 
Mr. K.D Fernandu, Senior lecture, Dept of Town and 
Country Planning, Faculty of Architecture, for valuable advice 
given during the study. 
Mr. Susira Udalamaththa, Dept of Town, and Country 
Planning for his invaluable assistance and continuous support 
throughout the study. 
H.M.S Herath, DIG, Colombo division, and Inspector 
Sarath Alwis for their valuable support during case studies. 
Mr.Chandima Pieris for his helpful hands when printing 
photographs. 
My Colleagues Kelum for reading the script, correcting 
and for listening to my woes, and Prasad, Miyuru, Maduwanthi, 
Pooh & Aseni for being with me during hard times and being a 
source of strength and inspiration. 
My dearest Danushka, for being the greatest 
inspiration in my life. 
My dearest Akka and Nethmika for sharing my tears 
and joy and supporting me in every way. 
My loving Ammi and Appachchi for their immense 
support in every event in my life. 
List of Illustrations 
Page 
Figure 1 1 Sketch Map of Ceylon 4 
Figure 1 2 The Early Pttah 4 
Figure 1 3 The Water Cart in Ceylon 5 
Figure 1 4 The Native Bazaar 5 
Figure 1 5 Portuguese Fort and Lake 6 
Figure 1 6 Map of Colombo in the Portuguese era 7 
Figure 1 7 Portuguese - Dutch Map of Colombo 8 
Figure 1 8 Dutch Governor's Residence 9 
Figure 1 9 Town of Colombo in Dutch Era 9 
Figure 1 10 Decorative Gables on House in the Fort 10 
Figure 1 11 Governor's Country House at Grandpass 10 
Figure 1 12 Dutch House at Maradana 11 
Figure 1 13 Dutch Canal in Fort 11 
Figure 1 14 Old Early Images of Wolvendhal Church 11 
Figure 1 15 Map of Colombo in 18 th Century - Residential Areas of 
North and Northeast 
11 
Figure 1 16 Map of Colombo 13 
Figure 2 1 Map of Sri Lanka 16 
Figure 2 2 Road Map of Colombo 17 
Figure 2 3 Map of Galle Road 18 
Figure 2 4 Galle Face Central Road: A Main Entrance Way 19 
Figure 2 5 The Galle Face Promenade:Lobby of the City 19 
Figure 2 6 Galle Face Hotel & The Court View from the Promenade 19 
Figure 2 7 Galle Face Promenade 19 
Figure 2 8 Variety of Built Masses (Bambalapitiya) 20 
Figure 2 9 Variety of Built Forms 20 
Figure 2 10 Variety of Built Forms 20 
Figure 2 11 Influence of Modern Movement 21 
Figure 2 12 Influence of Modern Movement 21 
Figure 2 13 Use of Glass is a Common Factor 21 
Figure 2 14 Variety of Built forms -User Oriented Built Forms 21 
Figure 2 15 Objects along the Street 22 
Figure 2 16 Built Facades Create Monotony in Spatial Progression 22 
Figure 2 17 Built Facades Create Monotony in Spatial Progression 22 
Figure 2.18 Land Marks of Wellawaththa Bo Tree & Savoy Cinema 23 
Figure 2.19 Land Marks of Wellawaththa Bo Tree & Savoy Cinema 23 
Figure 2.20 IFS Building 23 
Figure 2.21 Land Marks of Bambalapitiya Majestic City 23 
Figure 2.22 Land Marks of Bambalapitiya Meewella Building 23 
Figure 2.24 Entering to Wellawaththa 24 
Figure 2.25 Entering to Wellawaththa 24 
Figure 2.26 Entering to Wellawaththa 24 
Figure 2.28 Entering to Bambalapitiya 25 
* Figure 2.29 Kovil 25 
Figure 2.30 Bambalapitiya Flats 25 
Figure 2.33 High Commercial Use of the Street 26 
Figure 2.34 High Commercial Use of the Street 26 
Figure 2.35 Built form Continues the Road Edge 26 
Figure 2.36 Built form Continues the Road Edge 26 
Figure 2.37 Galle Face Promenade 26 
Figure 2.38 View of Fort 27 
^ Figure 2.39 Taj Samudra 27 
Figure 2.40 Pavement of Wellawaththa 28 
Figure 2.41 Pavement Edges 28 
Figure 2.42 Low Scale Temporary Commercial Activities 29 
Figure 2.43 Low Scale Temporary Commercial Activities 29 
Figure 2.44 Low Scale Temporary Commercial Activities 29 
Figure 2.45 Low Scale Temporary Commercial Activities 29 
Figure 2.46 Tamil &Muslim Communities 30 
Figure 2.47 Well Functioning Low Commercial Activities in front of Shops 30 
* Figure 2.48 Proximity of Majestic City at Bambalapitiya 30 
Figure 2.49 Vehicular Movement Bambalapitiya - Arial View 30 
Figure 2.50 Passing Kollupitiya 31 
Figure 2.51 Reduction of Vehicular Movement Kollupitiya 31 
Figure 2.52 Galle Face Promanade 31 
Figure 2.53 Road Map of Lipton Circle 32 
Figure 2.54 Lipton Circle: With the Lipton Building 33 
Figure 2.55 Entering to Darmapala Mawatha from Lipton Circle 34 
Figure 2.56 Entering to Darmapala Mawatha from Kollupitiya 34 
Figure 2.57 Residential Buildings: Nature is Given Prominence 34 
Figure 2.58 Residential Buildings: Nature is Given Prominence 34 
* v i i 
Figure 2.59 Residential Buildings Converted to Office Buildings 35 
Figure 2.60 Residential Buildings Converted to Office Buildings 35 
Figure 2.61 Nature Plays the Major Role 35 
Figure 2.62 Town Hall 36 
Figure 2.63 Entering Lipton Circle Changing the Visual Experience 36 
Figure 2.64 Vehicular Scape: Viharamahadevi Park 37 
Figure 2.65 Town Hall Symbolic Quality 38 
Figure 2.66 Entering Lipton Circle from Kannangara Mawatha 38 
Figure 2.67 Continuation of Skyline 39 
* Figure 2.68 Decorative Facades 39 
Figure 2.69 Entering to Union Place from Lipton Circle 40 
Figure 2.70 Live Beginning from Lipton Circle 41 
Figure 2.71 Dialog Building Non-cohesive Approach 41 
Figure 2.72 Spatial Experience of Union Place 41 
Figure 2.73 Spatial Experience of Union Place 42 
Figure 2.74 View of High-Rise Buildings from Union Place 42 
Figure 2.75 Commercial Building Head Office Entering Union Place via Slave Island 43 
€
 Figure 2.76 Salaka Complex - On the way Gathering Point 43 
Figure 2.77 Continuation of Building Line 45 
Figure 2.78 Various Functions Accommodate at H&Consultant Mills Building 45 
Figure 2.79 Street Map of Slave Island 46 
Figure 2.80 Kompannaveediya Junction Non Cohesive Setting 47 
Figure 2.81 Nipon Hotel at Kumaran Ratnam Road.Continuation of 48 
Building line and Street Line 
Figure 2.82 Justice Akbar Street 48 
Figure 2.83 Justice Akbar Street - Two Storey Height Buildings 48 
• Figure 2.84 Alleyways 49 
Figure 2.85 Tiresome People Walking along Road Sides 49 
Figure 2.86 Low Commercial Activities 49 
Figure 2.87 Low Commercial Activities 49 
Figure 2.88 Accommodation of Tamil and Muslim Communities 50 
Figure 2.89 Accommodation of Tamil and Muslim Communities 50 
Figure 2.90 Lifestyle of the Inhabitants 50 
Figure 2.91 Lifestyle of the Inhabitants 50 
Figure 2.92 View of Taj Samudra Hotel at the Distance 50 
Figure 2.93 Entrance from Kompannaveediya 51 
Figure 2.94 Use of the Street by the Community of the nearby Settlements 51 
9 Vlll 
Figure 2.95 Vauxhall Street: View of JAIC Hilton Building 52 
Figure 2.96 Vauxhall Street: Monotonous Built Forms 52 
Figure 2.97 Vauxhall Street: Early Segment 53 
Figure 2.98 Sir James Peris Mawatha 53 
Figure 2.99 View of the Road from Distance 53 
Figure 2.100 View of the Road from Nawam Mawatha 53 
Figure 2.101 Gangarama Temple 54 
Figure 2.102 State Engineering Building 54 
Figure 2.103 Kala Duuwa Attracts People 54 
Figure 2.104 Map of Pettah 55 
Figure 2.105 Towards Pettah: From Fort 56 
Figure 2.106 Towards Pettah: From Fort 56 
Figure 2.107 Low Commercial Zone 56 
Figure 2.108 Bazaar Streets are Busy throughout the Day 57 
Figure 2.109 Spatial Experience along Olctt Mawatha 57 
Figure 2.110 Spatial Experience along Olcott Mawatha- Railway Station 57 
Figure 2.111 Central Bus Treminal-pettah With Low Commercial Activities 58 
Figure 2.112 Road Crowded with People 58 
Figure 2.113 The Bo-Tree Junction 59 
Figure 2.114 View of the Bo-Tree and Viharage 59 
Figure 2.115 Towards Sangaraja Mawatha Low Commercial Structures Diminishes 60 
Figure 2.116 Human Flow 60 
Figure 2.117 Human Flow 60 
Figure 2.118 Dynamic Small-scale Trading Activities 61 
Figure 2.119 Dynamic Setting 61 
Figure 2.120 Tightly Compacted Goods 61 
Figure 2.121 Street Vendore at Pettah 62 
Figure 2.122 Street Vendore at Pettah 62 
Figure 2.123 Towards Sangaraja Mawatha Technical College Create the Transition 62 
Figure 2.124 Spatial Experience along Sangaraja Mawatha 63 
Figure 2.125 Spatial Experience along Sangaraja Mawatha 63 
Figure 2.126 Two-three Story Height Structures 63 
Figure 2.127 Two-three Story Height Structures 63 
Figure 2.128 No Prominent Styles in Built Forms 64 
Figure 2.129 Old Buildings Stand out with new Built Forms 64 
Figure 2.130 Old Buildings Stand out with new Built Forms 64 
Figure 2.131 Low Scale Temporary Motor Vehicle Repairing Centers 65 
IX 
Figu re 2. 132 View of Hultsdorp Court Complex 65 
Figu -e2. 133 Bazaar Streets-Central Road 66 
Figu re 2. 134 Bazaar Streets-Central Road 66 
Figu re 2. 135 Commercial Activities along the Road 66 
Figu re 2. 136 Commercial Activities along the Road 66 
Figu •e2. 137 Loading, Unloading - Central Road 67 
Figu -e2. 138 Loading, Unloading Goods are a Common Activity in the Street 67 
Figu 'e2. 139 Loading, Unloading Goods are a Common Activity in the Street 67 
Figu -e2. 140 The Working Community 67 
Figu re 2. 141 Entrance to Main Street from Central Road 68 
Figu re 2. 142 Dark Alleyways - Main Street 68 
Figu re 2. 143 Alleyways at - Gas Paha Junction 68 
Figu 'e2. 144 Pedestrian Movement - Main Street 69 
Figu -e2. 145 Main Street 69 
Figu re 2. 146 Community Living is Strong 69 
Figu re 2. 147 Busy Movement of People 69 
Figu re 2. 148 Bill Boards are a Dominant Feature 70 
Figu re 2. 149 Activities Given Life to the City Gas Paha Junction 70 
Figu re 2. 150 Blank Wall Covers the Sea View 71 
Figu f e2. 151 Entrance to Central Road from Mafia Vidyala Mawatha 71 
Figu -e2. 152 Wolfendhal Church 72 
Figu -e2. 153 Spatial Experience via Maha Vidyala Mawatha 72 
Figu •e2. 154 Maha Vidyala Mawatha Discontinuation of Skyline 72 
Figu 'e2. 155 Harsh Setting Created by Built forms- Main Street 73 
Figu -e2. 156 Settlements of the Inhabitants 73 
Figu •e2. 157 Solid Environment 73 
Figu e2. 158 Carts Halted along the Road 73 
Figu -e2. 159 Two Storied Built forms 74 
Figu •e2. 160 Gas Paha Junction 74 
Figu •e2. 161 Old town Hall at Gas Paha Junction 74 
Figu •e2. 162 Entering to Main Street-The Kaymens Gate 75 
Figu -e2. 163 Densely Packed built forms 75 
Figui •e2. 164 Two Storied built forms - Densely Packed 75 
Figu •e2. 165 Bill Boards Govern the Identity of the Place 75 
Figu -e2. 166 Map of Bauddhaloka Mawatha 76 
Figu -e2. 167 Double Bullock Cart 77 
Figu -e2. 168 Thick Growth of Mara Tress 77 
• 
Figu •e2 169 Thick Growth of Mara Tress 77 
Figui •e2 170 Some Buddhist Centers 77 
Figu •e2 171 Buddhist Congress 78 
Figu •e2 172 Buddha Image in front of BMICH 78 
Figui e2 173 Entering Bauddhaloka Mawatha Passing Thunmulla Junction 79 
Figui •e2 174 Viskam Niwasa 79 
Figu -e2 175 Luxury Houses 79 
Figu -e2 176 Luxury Houses 79 
Figu •e2 177 Institutional Buildings Dept. of Meteorology 79 
Figu •e2 178 Irrigation Department 79 
Figu 'e2 180 Dominating Residences 80 
Figu 'e2 181 Dominating Residences 80 
Figu -e2 182 BMICH 80 
Figu -e2 183 Exit from Bauddhaloka Mawatha 81 
Figu re 2 184 D.S.S.C Sports Complex Non-Responsive Approach 81 
Figu re 2 185 Passing Thunmulla 81 
Figu -e2 186 Human Character with White Clothings 82 
Figu -e2 287 BMICH - Festive Setting 82 
Figu re 3 1 View of Nawam Mawatha 84 
Figu re 3 2 Residential Street-Darmapala Mawatha 85 
Figu re 3 3 Bazaar Street at Pettah 85 
Figu re 3 4 High Commercial Street- Galle Road-Kollupitiya 86 
Figu re 3 5 Institutional Street- View of Nawam Mawatha 86 
Figu re 3 6 Galle Road - A Directional Accessway 91 
Figu re 3 7 Clustered Organization of built forms at Pettah 93 
Figu re 3 8 Fabric - Justise Akbar Street - Slave Island 94 
Figu re 3 9 Fort- Fabric 95 
Figu re 3 10 Objects Create Hierarchy among Spaces - Kovil Bambalapitiya 95 
Figu -e 3 11 Galle Road - Enclosed with Objects 96 
Figu re 3 12 Uneven Skyline Maha Vidyala Mawatha-Pettah 98 
Figu re 3 13 Continuation of Skyline Nipon Hotel - Kompanna Veediya 99 
Figu re 3 14 Discontinuation of Skyline T.B. Jaya Mawatha 100 
Figu re 3 15 Discontinuation of Skyline Union Place 101 
Figu re 3 16 Discontinuation of Building Line Kannangara Mawatha 103 
Figu re 3 17 Discontinuation of Building Line - Sangaraja Mawatha 103 
Figu re 3 18 Colours Personalize the Fabric - Nawam Mawatha 104 
xi 
9 
Figure 3.19 Colours Personalize the Fabric - Bauddhaloka Mawatha 104 
Figure 3.20 Colours Personalize the Fabric - Nipon Hotel 104 
Figure 3.21 Colours Personalize the Fabric - Fort 104 
Figure 3.22 Rough Texture of Facades Reflect Roughness 105 
Figure 3.23 Historical Buildings with Moldings and Detailing 106 
Figure 3.24 Lack of Detailing & Recent Building Materials 107 
Figure 3.25 Galle Face - Public Square 108 
Figure 3.26 Galle Face - Promenade 109 
Figure 3.27 Galle Face - Promenade 110 
Figure 3.28 Galle Face - Promenade Relaxations 110 
Figure 3.29 Galle Face - Promenade a Festive Setting 111 
Figure 3.30 View of Kala Duuwa 112 
Figure 3.31 Mistique Quality - Bauddhaloka Mawatha 113 
Figure 3.32 A Protective Rest - Union Place 113 
Figure 3.33 Spiritual yet Dynamic - Bo Tree, Pettah 113 
Figure 3.34 Araliya Trees - Wellawaththa 114 
Figure 3.35 Nawam Mawatha 114 
Figure 3.36 AnandaKumaraswami Mawatha - Harmonized Setting 115 
Figure 3.37 Library - Calm Setting 115 
Figure 3.38 Shady Environments - Kottamba trees 115 
Figure 3.39 Union Place 116 
Figure 3.40 Mystique Quality 116 
Figure 3.41 Directional Quality - Darmapala Mawatha 116 
Figure 3.42 Galle Road-Directional Quality 117 
Figure 3.43 May Tree-Festive Quality Union Place 117 
Figure 3.44 Colourful Gardening 117 
Figure 3.45 Mystique Quality 118 
Figure 3.46 Buildings Merging with Trees Harmonized Settings 118 
Figure 3.47 Nawam Mawatha 118 
Figure 3.48 Vista -Town Hall 119 
Figure 3.49 Vista - Slave Island 119 
Figure 3.50 Vista - Fort 119 
Figure 3.51 Vista - Lipton Circle 120 
Figure 3.52 Panorama - Sir James Peiris Mavatha 121 
Figure 3.53 Framed View - Galle Face Central Road 121 
Figure 3.54 Framed View - Hultsdrof Court Complex 121 
Figure 3.55 Bambalapitiya 122 
x i i 
Figure 3.56 Bill Boards at Union Place 
Figure 3.57 Bill Boards at Odel 
Figure 3.58 Bill Boards at Galle Road 
Figure 3.59 Street Vendors Enhancing the Activity Pattern 
Figure 3.60 Vegetable Markets at Wellawaththa 
Figure 3.61 Context Generate more Activity Pattern - Bambalapitiya 
Figure 3.62 Dense Motions of Traffic - Bambalapitiya 
Figure 3.63 Lipton Circle 
Figure 3.64 Free & Relaxed Setting 
Figure 3.65 Institutional Setting 
Figure 3.66 Lipton Circle a Mixed Character 
INTRODUCTION 
Introduction 
Architecture has a very close relationship with space, and an architect has to 
arrange space in a meaningful manner. Thus, the essence of architecture is making 
mankind more comfortable by providing spaces that are communicable while being 
adaptable, fulfilling practical needs in an existential dimension. 
The word "urban" means living in city or town. It is described in the American 
Heritage dictionary as 'constituting a city'. 
A city is a collection of places, various kinds of environments where humans live, 
begin their lives and where they gain their basic needs. It reflects the quality and power 
of the inhabitants. It can be said that the urban space consists of inhabited streetscapes 
bearing different characteristics. Many factors contribute in creating these diverse 
environments and characteristics in an urban setting. Architectural features, activity 
pattern, and the responsiveness of the setting such as legibility, permeability, Variety, 
etc are some major factors that help to form the character of an urban setting. These 
factors have a strong impact in developing streetscape characteristics, which finally 
bring out a unique quality while giving an identity and image to a city. 
Streetscapes include natural and man-made elements, with various activities in 
rhythmic patterns, forming relationships to create a sense of liveliness. 
The daily life routine in a city creates an essential bond between the man and his 
environment. The user becomes a part of that space and if its character itself is strong 
and rigid, the place becomes more valuable to the users. Therefore, the preservation of 
the unique character of streetscapes becomes a vital need to protect the spirit of the 
place since these strong characters determine a rigid environmental image. Thus, this 
research study was an attempt to identify these extreme ambiances of streetscape 
characteristics and their generating factors that finally result in a strong and meaningful 
built setting. 
Criticality of the Observations and the Possible Causes 
Early cities and urban built environments, which were favorable for human 
habitation, had strong characters that were unique to them. These characters brought 
an identity and image to the cities. Rapid development of the cities took place after the 
modem movement and industrial revolution. The modern movement caused a 
destructive bre.ak in the evolution of architecture in most cities. People embraced 
modem movement in a very critical manner. This has done irreparable damage to the 
hearts of many urban centers and destroyed the quality of the city fabric, the 
uniqueness of the urban built environment and connections between elements. 
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It also created unfavorable environments for human habitation along with 
numerous other negative effects on city dwellers. 
Colombo is the commercial capital of Sri Lanka, which had an important physical 
setting. However, very little places of townscapes still can be seen with their real value 
that must be retained for the sense of identity. 
The urban form of the city has developed as a response to its proximity to the 
sea. The unplanned and haphazard evolution was the cause in creating areas of 
confusion and abandonment. There are huge extents of lands between neighborhoods 
that are not properly utilized, creating lost spaces and diminishing the quality of the city. 
New buildings are erected without considering the neighborhoods, relationships, and 
historical values of the streetscapes of the city, leading to a loss of the physical 
composition of the urban entity. The relationships of the existing setting have not been 
identified in most cases. 
The built fabric of the city, that needs to respond to its surroundings, is 
architecturally ignored in this most critical situation. In various portions of the city its 
character is destroyed. Thus, the experience of moving along a city has become an 
unpleasant experience because the unified character has been destroyed. Important 
places cannot be distinguished, and all buildings have tried to become objects. Very 
little places of townscapes exist with their real value retaining the sense of identity. 
Thus, making harmonized townscapes has become a critical thing to consider. 
Intention of the Study 
Streetscapes of a city bring a specific character to the city that change frequently 
due to various factors. Street grows and changes continuously. They facilitate many 
activities within the city. Therefore the aim was to research the current situation and to 
study what has happened to the inherent qualities or the existing characteristics of 
townscapes of the city of Colombo. 
The study is based on streetscapes in the urban setting and its aim was to 
identify the significant qualities and characteristics of townscapes, which can be 
developed and maintained when erecting new buildings, to form a meaningful city that 
would contain a collection of harmonized urban spaces making the city a functionally 
meaningful and aesthetically delightful place to live in. 
Finally the intention was to promote a contextualized approach to the design of 
buildings in the urban environment and provide a philosophical background and 
practical guidance to this approach. 
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It is also meant to support the development of an architectural theme that arises 
according to the demands of contextual, functional, cultural, political and historical 
needs rather than spreading and reflecting modernism each and every space, 
destroying its architectural character. 
Scope and Limitations 
Study will focus on the historical formation of the urban character of the city of 
Colombo. Significant townscapes, its urban space, building morphology and the zoning 
of activities will be analyzed to evolve its inherent meaning and hence to identify 
development patterns in the streetscapes of the city of Colombo. 
The study is a visual approach and is consciously restricted to the direct 
examples of the city of Colombo to find out how people use the streetscapes and what 
would weaken the identity and spirit of place in the effort of creating a richer urban life. 
Methodology 
This research will be a case study based approach to analyze practical situations 
of streetscapes in the city of Colombo, identifying historical situations of the urban space 
of Colombo and the existing nature of the built fabric. This will focus on the identification 
of architectural features and activity patterns of an urban contexts, responsiveness of 
the setting, symbolic features, streets patterns, etc which help to form special characters 
in specific areas. 
This research will be focused on the selected streetscapes of different areas 
such as commercial, public, semi public, cultural, recreational, and residential zones in 
an analytical manner. It will study the layout patterns, visual facts of building facades, 
architectural details, building fabric, proportion, skyline, texture, etc. 
The first chapter summerises the historical development and its formation of 
Colombo city and the case study of streetscape characters in the second chapter. The 
observations of these spatial experiences will be analyzed in the third chapter. This will 
bring out a comparative analysis in a theoretical basis. The analysis will be based on the 
design concepts such as street patterns, fabric and object, views & vistas, colours & 
textures, vegetation, detailing & materials, building line & street line, symbolic 
characteristics, features of pathways, nodes, landmarks, edges & districts and also the 
facts that help to create responsive environments such as legibility, permeability & 
variety, etc. 
The fourth chapter ends the dissertation with a concluding discussion and 
suggestions. 
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